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A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?





Phonics
Background 



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Blending to read words



Phoneme

Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in 
words. Simply, ‘a sound’

A letter or group of letters used to represent a phoneme 
when we write. We call this a ‘sound written down’

A grapheme which uses two letters to represent 
one phoneme: ‘two letters, one sound.’

A grapheme which uses three letters to represent 
one phoneme: ‘three letters, one sound.’

A digraph representing a vowel sound where its two letters are 
split by an intervening consonant e.g. ‘a_e’ as in ‘take’ 

The process of combining phonemes (sounds) into a 
whole word, working through from left to right.

The process of identifying individual phonemes in a 
word, working through from left to right.



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

It’s not easy! Consider all the different ways to 
write the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



• There are no new sounds taught on a Friday

• Opportunity for teachers to check that children have secured new sounds

• Words containing sounds covered that week will be sent home

• Tricky words will come home as they are encountered or to consolidate

• Not a test; spelling Tests begin in Year 2

Friday spelling check



Reading Books



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book

Home Readers are sent home to build confidence.



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week: 
decoding, prosody and 
comprehension.  

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

Challenge: how do we teach reading in books?





Reading at home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

1. Listening to your child read their phonics 
book: your child reads to you.



• Develop listening comprehension skills.

• Meet new vocabulary together, talk about it 
and try it in a sentence orally.

• Build background knowledge about different 
topics and areas of interest.

• Describe the things you see.

• Take the pressure off and enjoy books together.

2. Read to your child



Books going home



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


