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How did I get 
here?



The Bible’s 
Education Mandate

 You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
might. And these words that I 
command you today shall be on 
your heart. You shall teach 
them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when 
you rise. Deuteronomy 6:5-7



Martin Luther

 “I would advise no one to send 
his child where the Holy 
Scriptures are not supreme.  
Every institution that does not 
unceasingly pursue the study of 
God’s word becomes corrupt…”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.intrepidlutherans.com/2013/03/a-sermon-for-thursday-of-holy-week-or.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


K-12 Education in America

Colonial Era

Primarily religious 
and focused on 
reading the Bible. 
Schools were often 
private and 
accessible mainly to 
wealthy families.

19th Century

Horace Mann, 
advocated for free, 
public education for 
all children. Many 
public schools were 
established. Judeo-
Christian Protestant 
in worldview.

Early 20th Century

Professor John Dewey 
championed 
Progressive 
Education. Attacked 
the emphasis on

teaching reading, 
writing, and 
arithmetic. 



K-12 Education in America

Engel v Vitale public school sponsored 
prayer declared unconstitutional

1962

Abington School District v Schempp 
public school sponsored Bible reading 
declared unconstitutional.  

1963

Day
•87% of America’s children in K-12 attend 

public school (2022).
•90% of children from Christian homes 

attend public school (2018).

Present



Religion in K-12 
Before Supreme 
Court Decisions

• 1949 Public schools in Pennsylvania required to 
start the school day by reading Bible verses 

• By 1960s, four more states had passed similar laws

• Twenty-five states had laws allowing "optional" 
Bible reading

• Remaining states had no laws supporting or 
rejecting Bible reading. 

• In eleven states with laws supportive of Bible 
reading or state-sponsored prayer, state courts had 
declared the laws to be unconstitutional.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania


Almighty God, we acknowledge our dependence 
upon Thee, and we beg Thy blessings upon us, our 
parents, our teachers and our country. Amen.



Guess the Worldview

Making disciples, but for whom?.



Voddie Baucham
“We cannot continue to send our children to 
Caesar for their education and be surprised 
when they come home as Romans.”



K-12 Public 
Schools

Le



Teacher Licensing 
Requirement

 “Candidates for teacher licensure will be 
required to ‘affirm’ student identities including 
sex and gender, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation and ‘incorporate’ them into the 
learning environment.”









How to Answer 
the Call

Churches to the Rescue



Ways to Answer the 
Call

 Start a microschool

 Host a microschool

 Support a microschool



 Intentionally small educational setting –total 
enrollment <150

 Size allows more personal attention 

 Mixed-age classrooms, and other non-traditional 
teaching methods.

 Setting fosters strong relationships between students, 
teachers, and families, fostering a close-knit 
community

 Can be started quickly 

 Low set-up and operating costs

 Teachers need only have a BA

Microschools



 95,000 Microschools in America

 1.5 students

 Median size 16 students

Source: thehill.com

Microschools



Start a microschool



Laurel’s Model

 Using underutilized church space

 Multi-age Forms

 Individualized/small group instruction 
for Math and Reading

 Budget under 150K



Host a microschool



Support a microschool



Questions

Alfrieda.Baldwin@laurelcs.org

612-325-4035

mailto:Alfrieda.Baldwin@laurelcs.org
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